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A note on the landing of a slender
sunfish near Rameswaram
1163
A sunfish, Ranzania laevis (Pennant)
(Slender mola), belonging to the family
Molidae measuring 620mm in total length
and 7kg. weight was caught in shore seine
on 25/1/06 from Gulf of Mannar near
Rameswaram. The landing of the same
from this region was reported earlier in
1998. These are the most colourful and
rarest of the ocean sunfishes and they idle
at the surface of the sea mostly. They have
a smooth and thinner skin and a vertically
oriented mouth with lips produced forward
like a funnel. They lack a caudal fin and
the rudder like structure at the caudal
region is called clavus. The dorsal and anal
fins are large and look like paddles. They
are flapped synchronously from side to
side and can propel the fish at a
surprisingly good speed.
Reported by: Sandhya Sukumaran and C.
Kasinathan, Mandapam Regional Centre
of CMFRI, Mandapam CampThe slender sunfish Ranzania laevis
Heavy landings of juveniles of grouper in trawl
at Neendakara Fisheries Harbour, Kollam
1164
Neendakara Fisheries Harbour is one of the
major fish landing centres of Kerala. Every
day 150 to 200 trawlers operate in the
depth range of 14-80 m.  The trawl catch
consists of adults and juveniles of penaeid
and non-peneid prawns, ribbonfishes,
sardines, sciaenids, Decapterus, mackerel,
flatfishes, whitebaits, lizardfishes,
threadfin breams and a wide variety of
misellaneous fishes and non-target benthic
biota.
During August- December 2005, a large
number of juveniles of the grouper
Epinephelus diacanthus was landed by the
trawlers. The average catch/hour was 1.5
kg (Table-1), estimated catch was 316 t and
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the estimated numbers was about 8301763
during  this period. The total length ranged
from 85 - 180 mm and weight 10-78g. The
stomach of most individuals was full with
crabs, stolephorus and Squilla. The
occurrence of juveniles of groupers in large
numbers in the coastal shallow waters of
Needakara might be due to the promimity
to the freeding ground and their coastward
migration for feeding. The catch was sold
in local fish markets along with other trash
fishes.
Reported by: P.T.Mani, CMFRI, Cochin
Table-1. Landings of Epinephelus diacanthus juveniles at Neendakara Fisheries Harbour
by trawlers
Months Effort (AFH) Catch(t) CPH (kg) Estimated Nos
August 57979 74 1.28 588247
September 36851 18 0.49 0
October 55676 85 1.53 4173648
November 34510 64 1.85 1689887
December 19989 75 3.75 1849981
Total 205005 316 1.54 8301763
Introduction of “Ring Vala” (Ring seine)
along Kakinada Coast with a note on its impact
1165
Recently the innovative gear Ring seine
(Ring vala) is introduced in Kakinada for
pelagic fishing. It is made of silk yarn
having a total length of about 315-350 m
and breadth of about 34-40 m.
Craft
In the operation of this gear a single
motorized fibreglass teppa or beach
landing craft fitted with hp of 10 to 20 is
used. Mainly motorized craft only is
suitable for this gear because of net
operating time is very less between 15 and
20 minutes. Sometimes two motorized
crafts are also used, one is for net operation
and another, only for transportation of the
catch from fishing area to shore.
This Gear started operation from this year
along the coast of Pampodipeta, Kotha-
peta, Yelliahpeta, Dhaniahpeta, Narsipeta,
